Skin and soft tissue infections develop when bacteria invade the skin and surrounding structures. Common types of bacteria that are involved include staphylococcus aureus (staph) and stretococcus. MRSA (methicillin-resistant staphylococcus aureus) is a strain of staph that is resistant to several antibiotics. Bacteria are more likely to invade skin when the skin's defenses are compromised, such as with a cut, scrape, or burn. However, certain bacteria, such as MRSA, can also invade healthy skin.
WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS?
Symptoms may include a skin lesion or area of skin that is: • Do not use pools or hot tubs until cleared by your healthcare provider.
• Clean equipment, and other high-touch environmental surfaces, with commercially available detergent or disinfectant that specifies staphylococcus aureus on the product label and is suitable for the surface being cleaned.
MEDICATION:
If medication has been prescribed by your clinician, take the medication as instructed. Make sure to complete the full course of therapy, as shortening courses may result in a recurrence, or development of, antibiotic resistance.
CONSULT HEALTHCARE PERSONNEL, IF:
• Symptoms are worsening despite therapy (ex. expanding redness) • Pus re-accumulates after drainage.
• You are experiencing negative side effects to your medication.
•
You develop a new fever.
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS:

